


pQpim 


DEC 

Who fhall decide? when doctors difagree. 

And four id eft cafiiifh doubt? 
cidence* n. f [dead^ Latin* J 

i ■ The quality of being fhed, or of falling off. 

2t J he ad! ot falling away. 

Men obferving the deddcnce of their horn, do fall upon the 
concc.f that it annually rotteth away, and fucceffively renew- 

cth again. Brown's Fulgar Err ours, b. iii. c. 7. 

Decider, n.f [from decide.} 

* ■ One who determines caufes. 

i cannot think that a jciler or a monkey, a droll or a pup- 
P er » can be proper judges or deciders of controverfy. Watts. 

It is laid that the man is no ill deciekr in common cafes of 
property, where party is out of the quelHdli. Swift. 

2. One who determines quarrels, J 

Dl\LIT)UOUS* adj. [dsciduus? Latin*] Falling; not peren- 
nial ; not lading through the year. 

In botany the peri anthium, or calyx, is deciduous with the 

Deciduousness. n.f [from deciduous.} Aptnefs to fall; 
quality of fading once a year* J)iyj 

De cimal, adj. [dectmus? Latin*] Numbered by ten : multi- 
plied by ten. 

In the way we take now to name numbers by millions of 
millions of millions, it is hard to go beyond eighteen* or, at 
molt, four and twenty decimal progreffions, without 


fufion* 


con- 
Locke, 


To DECIMATE, v. a. [decimus? Latin.] To tithe; to take 
the tenth. 

Decimation n.f [ from decimate] 

1* A tithing ; a fele&ion of every tenth by lot or otherwifu* 

2. A Selection by lot of every tenth foldier, In a general mutiny, 
for punifliment. 

By dechnatim and a tithed death, 

Take thou the deft ink! tenth. Shakfp cards Timon. 

A decimation I will ftriflly make 
Of all iv ho my Charinus did forfake ; 

And of each legion each centurion fhall die. Drvden. 
To DECI PHER. v, a, [deebiffrer? French,] 

I. To explain that which is written in ciphers. 

Zclmane, that had the fame character in her heart, could 
eafily decipher it ; and therefore, to keep him the longer In 
fpeech, deli red to know the conclufion of the matter, and 
how the honed Dametas was cfcapetL Sidney. 

A (Tu ranee is writ in a private charafler, not to be read* 
nor underflood, but by the confidence, to which the fpirit of 
God has vouchfafed to decipher it. South's Sermons* 

2* To write out; to mark down in charaflers. 

Could I give you a lively representation of guilt and hor- 
rour on this hand, and paint out eternal wrath, and decipher 
eternal vengeance on the other, then might I fhew you the 
condition of a firmer hearing himfelf denied by Chrift* South, 
T hen were laws of neceffity invented, that fo every parti- 
cular fubject might find his principal pleafure, deciphered unto 
him, in the tables of his laws, Locke, 

3 * To ftamp; to charafterife; to mark. 

You are both decipher'd 

For villains mark'd with rape. Shakefpeards Titus Andrmkus, 
4 To unfold ; to unravel ; as, to decipher a perplexed affair * 
Decipherer* n . f [ from decipher. ] One who explains 
writings in cypher. 

Decision, n.f [from decide.] 
t. Determination of a difference. 

Pleafure and revenge 

Have ears more deaf than adders, to the voice 

0 i any true dec if on. Sha kejfeards Troilus and Greff da. 

1 he great number of the undertakers, the worth of feme 
of them, and their zeal to bring the matter to a decifson , are 
fure arguments of the dignity and importance of it. Woodward. 

War is a dire£l appeal to God for the decifsm of fome dif- 
pute, which can by no other means be poffibly determined. 

J tier bur ys Sermons. 

2 . Determination of an event. 

The time approaches. 

That will with due deeijion make m know 

What we fhall fay we have, and what we owe* Shak. Mach. 

Their arms are to the laft deeijion bent. 

And fortune labours with the vaft event. Drydcn' s Aureng%. 

3. It is ufed in Scotland for a narrative, or reports of the pro- 
ceedings of the court of feffion there. 

Decisive, adj. [from decided] 

i- Having the power of determining any difference. 

Such a reflexion, though it carries nothing pcrfeflly ded- 
Jive in it, yet creates a mighty confidence in his breaft, and 
ftrengthens him much in his opinion. A tier bury s Sermons. 

This they arc ready to look upon as a determination on 
their fide, and dec five of the controverfy between vice and 
virtue. Rogers* s Sermons. 

2.. Having the power of fettling any event. 

For 011 th J event, 

Decifive of this bloody day, depends 

The fate of kingdoms, ^ Philips. 
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Deci sively, adv. [from decifive.) In a condufive m anr . 
Decisiveness, n.f [from decifive.) The power 

natirig any difference, or fettling an event. P f crmi ' 

DecDsory. adj. [from decide.) Able to determine or decide 
I o Deck. v. a. [deckett, Dutch.] 

I* To cover ; to overfpread. 

"i e mifts and exhalations, that now rife 
From hill or fteaming lake, dufky or grey. 

Till the fun paint your fleecy fkirts with g;old 
In honour to the world's great Author, rife ! 

Whether to deck with clouds th* ixncolourid fW 
Or wet the thirdly earth with falling flmwm, 

Fifing or falling, ftill advance his praife* Milt. Par T , ; 

2. Todrefs; to array* 

Sweet ornament ! that decks a thing divine. S/jahh 
Long may’ft thou live to wail thy children’s lofs 
And fee another, as J fee thee now, 1 

Deck dm thy rights, as thou art flail’d in mine. Sh.R ITT 
^ 1C to work millions of fpinning worms, 

I hat in their green fhops weave the Cnooth-hair'd fdk 
I o deck her fons. ,V. 

3. To adorn ; to embellifli. !t> ”‘ 

But direful, deadly black, both leaf and bloom, 

Fit to adorn the head, and deck the dreary tomb* Fal £>mr 
Now the dew with fpangies deck'd the ground, ” 

A Tweeter fpot of earth was never found* n rv j... 

The god fhall to his vof rics tell ^ J 

Each coiifcious tear, each blufliin^ errace^ 

That dfek'd dear Eloifa’s face. p,- 

Deck* n.f [from the verb, j 
1. The floor of a fbip. 

Her keel plows hell, 

And deck knocks heaven. John fin 

We have alfo raifed our fecond dech y and given more vent 
thereby to our ordinance, trying on our nether overloop. Raid. 

If any, bom and bred under deck f had no other informa- 
tion but what fenfe affords, he would be of opinion that the 
fhip was as liable as a houfe. Glanv. Scepf r n. 
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On high-rais’d decks the haughty Belgians ride, 

Beneath whofe fhade our humble frigates go* 

Day to night they bring. 

With hymns and pcans, to the Bowyer king : 

At fun-fet to their flaip they make return. 

And fnore fecure on decks kill rofy morn* Drydeds mi 
2. I ack of cards piled regularly on each other. 

Befides gems^ many other forts of ftones are regularly 
figured: the Amianthus, of parallel threads, as in the pile of 
velvet ; and the Sdenites, of parallel plates, as in a deck tf 

c ^ rc ^ s ' G r era's Cffml. b, i* c. a* 

De'ckek* n.f [from deck.] A drefter ; one that appareh or 
adorns j a coverer. 

To DECLAIM, v. n. [dedamoj Latin*] To harangue; £o 
fpeak to thepaffions; to rhetoricate; to fpeak fet orations. 

What are his mifehiefs, conful ? You declaim 
Againft his manners, and corrupt your own. B. JohnfCaL 
I hefplejidid declaiming* of novices and men of heat* South. 
It is ufual for matters to make their boys declaim on both 
fldes of an argument. Swift. 

Drefs up all the virtues in the beauties of oratory, mi 
declaim aloud on the praile of goodnefs. Ihatts' s Improvement. 
Declaim eti. n.f [from declaim] One who makes fpeeches 
with intent to move the paffions* 

Your Salamander is a perpetual dechimer sgainff 
jealoufy* Addifns Spefiatoty 1 9$, 

Declamation, n , f [declamation Latin*] A difeourfe ad- 
dreffed to the paffions; an harangue; a fet fpeech; a piece of 
rhetorick. 

1 he caufe why declamations prevail fo greatly. Is, for that 
men fuffer themfelves to be deluded. Hooker^ b. i-/& 

T hou may ft forgive his anger, while thou makeft ufc of the 
plai nnds of his declamation. Taylor’s Ride of living holy* 

Declam A Yor. ?if j Latin.] A declalmer; an orator; a 
rhetorician. 

Who could, 1 fay, hear this generous declarator? without 
being fired at his noble zeal. Tatfoy N 5 -56* 

Declaim a TORY* adj. [detlamatorius? Latin,] 

1, Relating to the practice of declaiming; pertaining to decla- 
mation; treated in the manner of a rhetorician* 

This a while fuf pended his interment, and became 
a declamatory theme amongft the religious men of chat 
age* licit on. 

2. Appealing to the paffions* 

He has run himfelf into his own declamatory way, ana 
almoft forgotten that he was now fet ting up for a moral 
poet. Dryden* 

Declarable, adj, [from declare,] Capable of proof. 

This is declarable from the beft writers. Browns V ulg. £ rr> 
Declaration, n.f [from declare.] 

I. A proclamation or affirmation ; oral expreffion ; publication^ 

His promifes are nothing elfe but declarations? what God 

will do for the good of men. Hooker? b. i. f 2 * 

Though wit and learning are certain and habitual perfcc- 

tiuii? 
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tic ns of the mind, yet the declaration of them, which alone 
brings the repute, is fubjcil to a thoufand hazards. South, 
There are no where fo plain and full declarations of his 
me rev and love to the fons of men, as are made in the 
golpel* THlotjon? Sermons- 

An explanation of fomething doubtful. Obfolete* 

3. [Inlaw*] Declaration (dedaratio) is properly the (hewing 
forth, or laying out, oi an 2^ ion perfonal in any (uit, though 
it is ufed fometimes lor both perfonaJ and real actions* CoweL 

Declarative* adj. (from declared] Making declaration; 
explanatory* 

1'he names of things fhould be always taken from fome- 
thing obfcrvably declarative of their form or nature* Grew . 
2* Making proclamation. 

To this we may add the vox poputi? fo declarative on the 
fame fide* Swift* s Examiner? N^. 44- 

DeclaRatorily* adv. [from declaratory.] In the form of a 
declaration; not promittivdy ; not In a decretory form* 

Andreas Alciatus the civilian, and Francifcus de Cordua, 
have both declarator ily confirmed the fame. Browns Vidg. Err . 
Declaratory, adj, [from declare.] Affirmative; expreffive; 
not decretory ; not promifibry, 

Thefe bleffmgs are not only declaratory of the good plea- 
fure and intention of God towards them, but like wife of the 
natural tendency of the thing. Y illotfon? Serin. 4* 

To DECLARE* v. a * [dedaro? Latin*] 

1 , To dear; to free from obfeurity. 

To declare this a little, we muft affiime that the furfaces of 
fuch bodies arc exa£tiy fmooth* Boyle on Cokurs, 

2* To make known ; to tell evidently and openly. 

it hath been declared unto fome of you, that there are con- 
tentions among you* J Cor * i* if. 

The fun by certain figns declares , 

Both when the South projedis a ftormy day. 

And when the clearing North will puff the clouds away* 

Drydens Virg. Geer, /* 620* 

3* Topublifh; to proclaim* 

Declare his glory among the heathens* 1 Chron * xvi* 24- 

4, To (hew in open view. 

We are a confiderablc body, who, upon a proper occafion, 
would not fail to declare ourfelves* Addijou. 

To DeclaRe. v.n. To make a declaration; to proclaim 
fome refolution or opinion, fome favour or oppofition* 

The internal faculties of will and underftanding, decreeing 
and declaring again ft them* Taylor s Rule of living holy * 

God is Lid not to have left himfelf without witnefs in the 
world, there being (bmething fixed in the nature of men that 
will be fure to teftify and declare for him* South's Sermons* 
Like fawning courtiers, for fuccefs they wait; 

And then come finding, and declare for fate- Dryden* 
DeclaRe went, n.f [from declare.] Difcovery; declara- 
tion ; teftimony. 

Cryftal will calify into elefiricity ; that is, a power to at- 
tract draws, or light bodies, and convert the needle freely 
placed, which i$ Tideclaremeni of very different parts. Brown. 
DeclaRer* n. f [from declare ] A prodaimer; one that 
makes any thing known* 

De cleVs 1 on* n.f [dedinath? Latin*] 

1. Tendency from a greater to a Ids degree of excellence. 

A beauty -warning and diftrdled widow, 

Ev 1 n in the afternoon of her beft days. 

Seduc'd the pitch and height of all his thoughts 
T o bafe dechnfion. Shakcjpeare s Richard III* 

Take the pifture of a man in the greennefs and vivacity of 
his youth, and in the latter date and iedenfiom of his droop- 
ing years, and you will fcarce know it to belong to the fame 

. South's Sermons. 

Declination ; defcent* 

We may reafonably allow as much for the dcchnfm of the 
land from that place to the fea, as for the immediate height 
of the mountain * Burnet's Theory of the Earth, 

Inflexion; manner of changing nouns* 

Decknjhm is only the variation or change of the termina- 
tion of a noun, wbilft it continues to fignify the fame thing. 

Clarke s Latin Grammar* 
iVable. adj. [from decline,] Having variety of termi- 
nations; as, a declinable noun. 

DeclirtaTion* n.f [decSmtio? Latin.] 
u Ddcent ; change from a better to a worfe (late; decay. 

The queen, bearing of the declination of a monarchy, took it 
fo ill, as fhe would never after hear of his fuit. Bacon? Eff. 23. 
Hope waits upon the flowYy prime ; 

And Summer, though It be lefs gay. 

Yet is not look'd on as a time 
Of declination or decay* Waller 

i he act of bending down ; as, a declination of the neatfi 
' Ration from rectitude; oblique motion ; obliquity, 
buppofnig there were a declination of atoms, yet will it not 
UCt W ^5 the X itu * nd > fbr then they do all decline, and fo 

J UO more concouf f e than if they did perpend ieu- 

My defeend. Rov-m ** 

Tl - / r >* /• . Li eat ion, 

i ms declination of atoms in their defeenr, was itfelf either 
neceftarjr pr voluntary. Bentley, 
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4.. Varition from A fixed point ...... , 

There is no declination of latitude, nor variation ot the 
elevation of the pole, notwlthftandijig what fome have af- 
f erte j JVaodiu&rdd Natural Mijhry- 

5, [In navigation*] The variation of the needle from the true 

meridian of any place to the Eatt or VFefl. 

6* [In aftronomy.] The declination of a ftar we call its (horteir 

* dj fiance from the equator. Brown's V Agar Er rotors? L l c * i> 

7. [In grammar.] The declenfion or infleflidn of a noun 

through its various terminations. 

8. Declination of a Plane [in dialing], is an arch of the 

* horizon, comprehended either between the plane and the prime 
vertical circle, if accounted from the Fall or Weft ; ot die 
between the meridian and the plane, if accounted from the 

North or South. ^ ar [ 

Decli N a f ' r o R * ) n. f [from declined] An inflr ument in di al- 

DeclFnator Y. J ing, by which the declination, reclination, 
and inclination of planes are determined- Chambers * 

There are feveral ways to know the feveral planes ; but the 
readied is by an inftrument called a declinatory? fitted to the 
\ r ariation of your place* Moxon's Meek * Excr* 

To DECLINE. */* n. [decline? Latin.] 

1. To lean downward* 

And then with kind embracements, tempting kiffes. 

And with declining head into his bofoin. 

Bid him fhed tears, as being overjoy'd, Sbahfpeare, 

2 . To deviate ; to run into obliquities* 

Neither fhalt thou fpeak in a caufe to decline after many, 
to wreft judgment* Ex, xxiii. 2- 

3* To (hun ; to avoid to do any thing* 

4. To fink ; to be impaired; to decay* Oppofed to Improve- 
ment or exaltation. 

Sons at perfeft age, and fathers declining? the father fhould 
be as a ward to the Ion. S ha kef pear e s King Lear. 

They’ll be by th* fire, and prefume to know 
What’s done i’ th f capitol ; who’s like to rile, 

Who thrives, and who declines, Shakefpeare s Coriolanus. 

Sometimes nations will decline fo low 
From virtue, which is reafon, that no wrong. 

But juft ice, and fome fatal curfe annexed. 

Deprives them of their outward liberty- Milton's Par * Loft, 

That empire muft decline , 

Whofe chief fupport and finews are of coin* Waller* 
And nature, which aft a£ls of life defigns; 

Not like ill poets, in the laft declines* Denham. 

Thus then my lov'd Euryalus appears; 

He looks the prop of my declining years f Drydens JEn* 
Next that, is when autumnal warmth declines ; 

E'er heat is quite decay'd, or cold begun. 

Or Capricorn admits the Winter fun* Drydm's Virg . Georg - 
Faith and morality are declined among us. Swift. 

God, in hts wifdom, hath been pleafed to load our declining 
years with many lufferings, with difeafes, and decays of 
nature* Swift* 

Vo Decline* v. a. 

1. To bend downward ; to bring down* 

And now fair Phcebus -gan decline in hade, 

His weary waggon to the weftern vale* Fairy Sjueen? b. !■* 
And leaves the limb lance of a lover, fixt 
In melancholy deep, with head declin'd? 

And love-dejecled eyes* Thom Jon's Spring? /. 1020* 

2. To fhun ; to avoid ; to refufe ; to be cautious of* 

He had wifely declined that argument, though in their com- 
mon fermons they gave ii. Clarendon? b, viih 

Since the mules do Invoke my pow r V, 

] fhall no more decline that facred bowY, 

Where Gloria na, their great miftrefs, lies. Waller. 

Though I the bufinefs did decline , 

Yeti contriv'd the whole defign. 

And fen t them their pcti[ion* Denhams 

If it fhould be kid that thefe minute bodies are indUlbUiblcj 
becaufe it is their nature to be fo, that would not be to ren- 
der a reafon of the thing propofed, but, in effett, to decline 
rendering any. BeyU's Hijlory of Firmne.fi . 

Could her mind have been captivated with the glories of 
this world, fhe had them all laid before her ; but fhe cenc~ 
roufly declined them, bccaufe flic faw the acceptance of them 
was inconfiftent with religion. Addi fen’s Freeholder , N“. 2 1 . 

Whatever they judged to be molt agreeable, or difagree- 
ahle, they would purfue or decline. Attcrburv. 

3. To modify a word by various terminations ; to inf] eft. 

You decline mufa, and confW Latin, bv the heln of a 
tutor, or with fome Englifh tranflation. Wands Improvement 

DtcLi me. n.f [from the fubffantive.j The ftate of tendency 
to the worfe J diminution; decay. Contrary to increafe 
improvement, or elevation. ' J ’ 

Thy rife of fortune did I only wed ; 

From its decline, determin’d to recede. Prior 

DFrT™?w erS V rih the A " 1 ' of literature - Swift. 

DECLI VITY. n.f. [eUchvu, Latin.] Inclination or obliquity 

reckoned downwards ; gradual defeent ; not precipitous or 
perpendicular : the contrary to acclivity. 

Rivers will not flow, unlefs upon declivity, and their 

, fourccs 




